The camp of Deheishe is the bigger of the 3 camps in the Bethlem area. Around 17000 people are now leaving inside the border-zone, in one square km, 50% of the population is under the age of 15.
The residents are refugees and descendants of the refugees from the first Arabo-Israeli world war of 1984.

Israeli never allowed the refugees to come back to their homes, in despite of the clear UN resolutions that appealed for their return in their lands.
As many other plestinian refugees, the Deheishe residents rapresents the poorest and excluded part of the Palestinian society. 

The schools are functioning thanx to the UNRWA ( UN Assistence and work Agency)that give materials and the necessary structures, that are lately left without any funds. There are 2.400 students in total and only 60 teachers. 

There is only one hospital and one doctor for the whole population.

During the summer, there is no water and the electricity is often out.

As we already mentioned, this camp is overcrowded and there is no green areas or playgrounds for kids. The population in Deheishe (including kids)are continuously victims of different kinds of abuses like curfews that usually last for 3 or 4 months, violent irruption of the Israeli army in the camps to search houses, the high fances (cerca filo spinato)that surrounded the camp of Deheishe till few time ago: all the accesses were closed , leaving only one open for the passage of the population ,to have a better control on them.
The closing of the schools from the Israeli authorities and the blocks of the roads towards Jerusalem , distant only 10 km from and toward the others cities in the West bank, is also now a big problem. This means that the population of the camp can’t communicate with anyone outside the camp.
....centro IBDA storia)............

The IBDA cultural-centre has been build in 1995 by a local Committee with the intention of creating a productive and soft atmosphere for the kids in Deheishe
The population of the camp is continuing to grow, even if the space given to them is always smaller, and this overcrowding is becoming  a huge problem, that took away from the kids all the lands where they can play
Many of the kids are leaving in extreme poverty, forced in a limited area, or they go running in the streets. The kids of Dheishe suffers for the political conflict, that deprive them of the most simple pleasures of the childlike world.
IDBA came out of the big need to create a space where kids could take part in initiatives that can encourage their talents and creativity. 
Thanks to the help of the French NGO "Decouvrir", a project of intercultural exchange started with a group of young people in France. The young people of IBDA have been invited to show a piece that would represent and explain their culture, traditions and life inside the camps to the French people. They developed a show that combined the traditional palestinian dance and music DABKA, the redaing of poems and the showing of  a drama. After this foirst show, IDBA expanded in a extraordinary network. The building has been buid in the camp because of the help of Iternational organizations. Now the young Palestinians have  a space where they can practice their performances and using all the other infrastructure of the cultural center.
The center includes the following facilities:

Bookshop
Computer center (where we wre going to set up Palestina IMC)

Kindergarten

The activities that are happening in the centre are:

Language classes

A project for weman
workshops
Il successo di IBDA' brought the dance group and the intercultural exchange project oin many European countries to perform and research :   

Francia, Irak, Grecia, Svezia, Danimarca, Olanda, Ungheria, Belgio

Each travel has been supported and organized by the country that hosted the event. The IBDA’s success is on different fronts and created a huge impact on the lives of the young people that live in Deheishe. For the first time they got  a space where boys and girls can study together, and a programme for kids, in  a place where social services are limited. 
Today the bigger difficulty of IBDA, is that there is not enough space to fulfil all the needs of the kids. 

It is starting from the needs of the young people in Dheieshe that this project want to create the condition for the cultural cenetr of  IBDA to continue in providing these services for the kids of Deheishe. 
